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Mighty is tlie power of a theory, especially if based

on such a common-sense notion as the balance of
continents. And it rnu>t be remembered that it is
difficult for us now to realize not only the navigational

dangers of unknown seas, but the awful geographical
Incertitudes of the first explorers in that new world of
waters.

Tasman*s journal, which was published not so very
long ago, gives us some idea of their perplexing diffi-
culties. The early navigators had no means of ascer-
taining their exact position on the globe. They could
calculate their latitude, but the problem of longitude
was a matter which bewildered their minds and often
falsified their judgment. It had to be a matter of pure
guesswork* Tasman and his officers, when they met
on board the HeemxJdrJ:, anchored in Murderers* Bay,
to consider their further course In the light of their
instructions, did not know where any of the proble-
matic places named in their instructions were, neither
did they know where they themselves were.

Tasman might have sailed north or east, but in the
end he decided to sail between the two, and, circling
about, returned to Batavia, where he was received
coldly by his employers, the honourable governor-
general and the council in Batavia. Their final judg-
ment was that Abel Tasman was a skilful navigator,
but that he had shown himself **remiss" in his investi-
gations, and that he had been guilty of leaving certain
problems unsolved.

We are told that Tasman did not expect this arm-
chair criticism; and indeed, even now, it seems surpris-
ing to an unprejudiced mind., It was the voyage dur-
ing which, among other things, Tasman discovered the
island by which his name lives on the charts, took first
contact with New Zealand (which was not seen again